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conclusions and the occasional major political
convulsions, is for the candidate to get himself
known and liked. And so the business of candidature
revolves to a surprising degree round the non-
political functions. Hence my constant attendance,
always with a few words demanded, at British Legion
dinners, Hospital bazaars, Adult Schools, P.S.A.'s,
Brotherhoods, Chapel fetes and Chapel services. No
one, who has not been brought into direct contact
with it, would suspect the intricate network of
voluntary organisations in which any populous area
in Britain is enmeshed. Much of it centres on
religion. From the parent stem of every Chapel,
branch Brotherhoods, P.S.A.'s, Sunday Schools,
Bazaars and Male Voice Choirs. The Church has its
slightly more opulent equivalents. At one remove
further there are Adult Schools and W.E.A.'s.
Beyond the boundaries of organised Church and
Chapel are the Friendly Societies with their various
convivial and social activities, the innumerable
Bowls, Cricket, Football, Cycling, and Pigeon
Fancying Clubs with their periodical dinners,
concerts and expeditions, Church and Salvation
Armies, Guides, Scouts, British Legion and a score
of other flourishing concerns. Almost every house-
hold is involved in one or other of them. As a general
rule the Liberal and Labour candidates will be
invited to the functions which centre on the Chapel,
the Conservative to those of the convivial and sport-
ing Societies. The Church, wisely perhaps, holds
aloof. I found the Chapel and its offshoots a con-
stantly intriguing study. The Adult School is a
close, though not a blood, connection of the Chapel.